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LIVE ANIMAL EXPORT CASE — APPEAL WITHDRAWAL 

207. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Local Government: 
(1) Did the minister instruct the Director General of the Department of Local Government and Regional 

Development to withdraw an appeal against the judgement handed down in the case Department of 
Local Government and Regional Development v Emanuel Exports Pty Ltd & Ors? 

(2) If yes to (1), when and why? 
(3) Did the minister receive any advice in support of withdrawing the appeal? 

(4) If yes to (3), from whom was the advice received and will the minister table it? 
(5) Did the minister receive advice from the State Solicitor that the appeal had significant prospects of 

success? 
(6) If yes to (5), from whom and will the minister table the advice? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1)-(2) The acting director general sought my views on whether to appeal the magistrate’s decision. I advised 
that the government’s preference was to seek improved livestock welfare outcomes through policy 
consideration and negotiation with the commonwealth, rather than continuing costly legal action. As 
there was a tight time frame for lodgement, the department gave instructions for this to occur at the 
same time as my views were being sought, and the documents lodged were subsequently withdrawn. 

(3)-(4) A wide range of advice was considered—including the merits of both proceeding and withdrawing—
primarily through discussions with the acting director general and my policy advisers. 

(5)-(6) The department received advice that is the subject of legal professional privilege, and I am not at liberty 
to release its contents. 

Having said that, this case goes back to 2003. For five years, there has been a legal action in respect of this 
matter. Mr President, I assure the house that I am very sympathetic and supportive of ensuring good animal 
welfare outcomes. To that extent, I understand that the problem with the transport of livestock relates to shy 
feeders who do not take food—these tend to be older sheep. There is certainly a requirement in my mind to 
address that issue to ensure that the shy feeders are identified prior to their boarding transportation vessels. I will 
be working with the commonwealth to ensure practical outcomes because in the past five years since this case 
has been before the Magistrates Court, I am sure that many sheep deaths have occurred. I am interested not in 
protracted ongoing legal action, but in delivering proper animal welfare outcomes and working with the 
Australian Quarantine Inspection Service, the commonwealth government and the commonwealth minister to 
ensure, through my department, that we work collaboratively to get a proper and positive outcome in this area. 
 


